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Grace Presbyterian Church               March 27, 2022 

Psalm 32, Luke 15: 1-3, 11-32, 1 Cor. 1: 18-25      

Pastor Jonathan 

 

“The Foolishness of a Crucified Messiah” 

 

When you were little, do you remember losing at games? I am referring to 

that time of your life before you decided your were competitive or not. Were 

you chosen or not chosen on the playground to play the games that were 

somewhat organized? During physical education, did it matter to you about 

the team you were on? How did you feel when your team won? How did you 

feel when your team lost? How did it feel to be on the sidelines, if that is 

where you were? 

 

As you may know, the winners often turn out to be the losers and the losers 

the winners in the long run. Now I’m not trying to disparage or disrespect 

any athletes, and especially those few who have been elite athletes at the 

Olympics and in professional sports. But most of us just remember how we 

have felt as winners or losers on teams and as individuals. I don’t remember 

being extraordinary, but I do remember the difference between winning and 

losing. We used to say, or at least the teachers used to say, “It doesn’t matter 

if you win or lose, it’s how you play the game.” Have you heard this? I 

remember feeling like it does matter if you win or lose, it incredibly matters, 

and perhaps that is when I realized I was competitive. Others have told me 

that was the moment they decided they were not competitive. They decided 

they would not play games or sports if they had the choice and truly did not 

want to compete because they saw the constant negative emotions and 

negative effects on relationships that such competition brings. 

 

I’m not sure if you consider yourself competitive or not when it comes to 

games or sports. Some are. Some aren’t. No matter what we think or have 

experienced as winners and losers, the Bible tells us is that we need to 

examine how we think about God’s plan and what happened to Jesus as a 

result.  

 

Paul was dealing with the Corinthian congregation that was interested in all 

the newest news and newest theology. They wanted the best of the best, and 

wisdom at all costs. But they hadn’t thought that wisdom and power would 

be shown the way Jesus showed it. How did Jesus show wisdom and power? 

He showed it by losing his life and by weakness. 
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Everyone had expected the Messiah to be a man who would bring back the 

glorious days of King David. He would kick out the Romans and destroy the 

military powers of his day and usher in a new golden kingdom for Israel. He 

would show everyone what true power looked like. And it is true that He has 

shown what true power looks like. But it is not what the Jews and the 

Gentiles of his day thought the Jewish Messiah would bring about. 

 

They thought it would be power like bombs and missiles and rockets falling 

on neighborhoods and foreign armies. But that’s not true power, is it? That is 

terrorism, killing civilians as we see on the news every day in this last 

month. 

 

God decided that since human beings couldn’t save themselves, something 

that had become painfully obvious throughout the history of Israel and now 

in the New Testament era, He would have to come down, become one of us, 

sacrifice Himself as an offering for sin, and give away His life. That is true 

power. That is true wisdom. Jesus died for us. He provides the way to know 

God that we cannot provide for ourselves. So we give ourselves to Him as 

Master and Saviour. We adopt His ways, His teachings, His instructions and 

we follow Him. Give yourself anew to Him this morning. Tell Him that you 

want to give up your sin, and follow Him with all that you are. Tell someone 

else you have done so and what it means to you. 

 

Paul meanwhile has to figure out how to explain to the wisdom-wanting 

Corinthians that maybe what they really need sounds foolish to them. So he 

tells them straightaway that the core of the Gospel, of the Good News of 

God, is foolishness. (v. 18) What? Wait. The message of the cross is 

foolishness, from a certain point of view. Who thinks the cross is foolish? 

People who don’t know who Jesus is. People who don’t know why Jesus 

came to us, and how He was willing to give up His life sacrificially that we 

might know God and God’s power. Others who believe the cross is foolish 

are people who don’t believe or trust God’s plan. People who are thinking 

this life is all there is. (v. 18) 

 

But from the perspective of someone who trusts Jesus with their life, who 

believes He is the only way to God, who risks their whole spiritual 

understanding of life on Jesus, for us the cross is the power of God. And so 

Paul paints the picture: the cross is either stupid and foolish and crazy, or, it 

is the way God wins us to Himself in as beautiful a sacrifice and creative 
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way of Him totally giving Himself to us unreservedly. You have to choose 

what you believe. 

 

So he warns people, from Isaiah 29:14: Do you think you’re wise? God 

might have to destroy that. Do you think you are intelligent? God may have 

to frustrate that. Do you consider you are wise or scholarly or philosophical, 

in any way? (v. 20) Look out. God might doing something that makes no 

sense to you. 

 

He warns people that they will not find God on their own terms, in their own 

wisdom. They will have to find Him on His terms, by His wisdom. For those 

who do accept what God presents in Jesus, foolishness to others, He makes 

sure they are saved. (v. 21) 

 

But here’s the problem: Jews want miraculous signs. (v. 22) Gentiles or 

Greeks want wisdom. Paul and his team preach Christ crucified. (v. 23) That 

upsets everyone. Why? 

 

Every good Jewish person knows Deuteronomy 21: 22-23. “Cursed is 

anyone who hanged on a tree.” So if Jesus was hung on a cross, He is 

cursed. He cannot be a good person, let alone the Messiah, the anointed One 

who fulfills the promises made to King David. He simply cannot be the One. 

End of story. Even if Jesus did provide the miraculous multiplication of food 

for the 5000 and the many healings and deliverances he accomplished, the 

changing of water into wine and the raising up of the dead to life, it was not 

enough. Remember in John 6, Jesus feeds thousands (vv. 12-14) but the next 

day, in the same chapter they ask Him again to show a miraculous sign, to 

feed them again (vv. 30-31). This time He teaches them that He is the bread 

of life, and we know where that ends, with the crowds leaving Him behind. 

Don’t seek the Lord only for signs and wonders. Know how much He loves 

you in giving Himself for you at the cross. Jesus’ loss is our gain. Jesus 

becomes the curse so that we won’t be suffering the curses of our sins and 

rebellion. Jesus takes our curse on Himself. 

 

What about the Gentiles? They couldn’t see how a crucified man could be a 

good man, let alone a king or leader. You see if you have any status in 

Roman culture, you would never be crucified. Only the poorest and the 

slaves and those doing extraordinarily heinous crimes like mass murder, 

insurrection and terrible crimes would be crucified. If you had any standing 

in society, you would be executed by decapitation, something swift and 
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relatively quick. The cross was meant to a gruesome billboard on the side of 

the road where men bleeding from their hands and feet would slowly 

suffocate to death over days. Their crimes would be written over the heads, 

sometimes in several languages, so you would know what not to do, and not 

end up like they have ended up, tortured to death on the side of the road. 

Sometimes they were there until the scavenger birds and the wild dogs 

would do their damage either to the living or dead body hung on the cross. It 

was the lowest of human deaths, slow torture that most people would choose 

to not look at as they passed by. It was not mentioned, never mentioned in 

the novels or writings of the day because the image was too gruesome, too 

graphic, naked bodies on the side of road bleeding, broken and terrifying. 

The word “cross” and the verb “crucify” were swearwords used like many 

use the “f” word today in English. So to say that the Messiah, the king of the 

Jews, the hope of Israel, the Light of the World, God incarnate, was a 

crucified man made no sense. It could not be. It was more than foolish, it 

was unthinkable. Surely no godly man would ever be crucified. Surely no 

one God loved would go through such a thing. And yet He did so for us. 

 

Who, being in very nature God, 

 Did not consider equality with God something to be grasped, 

 But made himself nothing, 

 Taking the very nature of a servant, 

 Being made in human likeness. 

 And being found in appearance as a man, 

 He humbled himself 

 And became obedient to death— 

Even death on a cross!  (Philippians 2: 6-8) 

 

Crazy stuff: God becoming one of us, then letting us torture Him to death. 

Why? Because our sins demanded a punishment that we could not pay. God 

pays the price through His Son and we go free. How foolish that is of God, 

Paul says, in 1 Cor. 1:25 and yet it is wiser than our human wisdom at its 

best. Couldn’t Jesus have saved himself? That is what those passing by were 

saying and later some religious leaders said at the foot of the cross. 

(Matthew 27:40; Mark 15:30-32)  Yes, He could have saved Himself, but 

lost us. 

 

How could God be so weak to not spare His Only Son? In the wisdom of the 

Godhead, the Trinity, the three in one, there was agreement on this plan. Did 

not all three feel the pain of the One? The One pleaded with the Father in the 
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garden, but there was no other way. So Jesus chose the weak way of the 

Suffering Servant of Isaiah 53, which was the most powerful thing ever done 

in history. In Jesus, we truly see His Story. The weakness of God is stronger 

than man’s strength. The sacrifice of God the Son is more powerful than the 

greatest strength or power ever imagined. 

 

Paul chooses to use these extremes of foolishness and wisdom to teach us to 

cling to Jesus through the worst and the best parts of our lives. We do not 

see the world the way the world sees the world. We see it through Jesus, the 

Servant King. How can the highest of human beings, even the divine human, 

be brought to the lowest of human deaths? This is the cross. 

 

At the cross, we find power to be healed. At the cross, we find unity and 

equality of personhood. At the cross, we find the courage to face our own 

sins and character defects. At the cross, we find our Saviour teaching us to 

take up our crosses and follow Him. At the cross, we find the barriers 

between men and women, old and young, rich and poor, of all racial, 

educational and societal backgrounds come together in the beauty of Jesus’ 

holiness and self-giving. We find more at the cross than we had imagined. 

 

I love that we have crosses here in the Sanctuary to remind us of what He 

did for us and of His character in giving Himself for us. I even appreciate 

those statues and works of art that capture some aspect of His crucifixion, a 

moment where He is bleeding for us or simply reaching out to us, or caring 

for His mom, or for the criminal beside Him. We have the three crosses 

outside Grace that remind us that we must choose every day whether we will 

be like the repentant criminal or the One that either blames Jesus or ignores 

Jesus. 

 

There is no power like the power of the cross. What does His cross mean to 

you? What cost has He paid so that you can know God? Take some time 

right now to consider again what it means to be with Jesus at the foot of the 

cross. Stay in the Sanctuary and reflect after the service, if you so desire. 

Take time with Him at home. 

 

Let us pray. 
 


